and 139 posters presented in total, covering many different diseases, numerous model organism systems, and including studies of almost all organs in the body. The plenary speaker was John Wallingford (University of Texas at Austin, USA) who spoke on 'Planar cell polarity, cilia and human disease'.
The scientific congress was preceded by a public engagement event that provided a unique opportunity for clinical and scientific researchers to meet with patients and relatives who suffer from ciliopathies, and other organisations working in their support. Joseph Gleeson (University of California San Diego, USA) gave the keynote talk at this event 'Translating gene discoveries for patient benefit'. Information stands were well attended by participants, organised by a number of groups including EuroWABB, Polycystic Kidney Disease Charity, Primary Ciliary Dyskinesia Family Support Group, Laurence Moon Bardet Biedl Society, Joubert Syndrome in the UK, Kidney Research UK, Deafness Research UK and the Genetic Alliance/Rare Disease UK.
We would like to acknowledge the major support of the following sponsors and exhibitors who made the meeting possible, and for which we are very grateful: SYSCILIA, an EU FP7 systems biology consortium; Company of Biologists; the Genetics Society; BioMed Central -CILIA journal; EuroWABB; Kidney Research UK; Deafness Research UK, Roche; Perkin Elmer and Mammalian Genome. Tess Harris administered the meeting with impeccable skill and good humour.
For more information on the the Ciliopathy Alliance and the science discussed at the conference, visit http:// www.ciliopathyalliance.org/. 
